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As November makes its way, Thanksgiving draws near!
We give thanks for great partnerships all through the year.
Teachers and families work together each day
To help all students learn. That’s the “Giving Thanks Way!”

NNPS will stay connected with you in our monthly E-Briefs as you design and
implement partnership activities to increase student success. Check E-Brief each
month for timely information to advance your leadership, plans, and practices of
family and community engagement.

THEME FOR THE YEAR. The NNPS theme for the 2023-24 school year is:
Tools You Can Use.
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Famlly The NNPS book, Family Reading Night (2nd
: . edition, 2015 by D. Hutchins, M Greenfeld, and J.
Readlng N lght Epstein) is a treasure trove of good ideas. Many
-] schools conduct activities to engage families with

students on reading in fun ways, but struggle to
conduct a good Family Reading Night. This book
helps you organize these gatherings in person or
online for different genres to help students at all
elementary grades read different kinds of stories.
Each chapter provides activities in English and
orey 2 s - Marike . Grcebld oy . Ept Spanish for Scary Stories, Funny Books,

SECOND EDITION R Biographies, Celebrations / Traditions,

' Poetry, and more.
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Why is this a good tool to use? Each chapter lists for teachers the specific
reading standards and students’ reading and literacy skills are addressed by the
activities that are outlined. Each chapter includes whole group activities (for
students and family members) and student presentations for grades K-2 and 3-5.
These can be adapted for the middle grades. The appendix provides all forms
needed to get started, including invitations and registration lists. See the book
here!

LAST CALL! 2023 UPDATEs & RENEWALs

Thanks to all members of NNPS who returned the 2023 UPDATE and renewal fee
to remain members of NNPS for the 2023-24 school year!

If your program received a reminder a few weeks ago about the need to return the
2023 UPDATE or renewal fee for NNPS membership, NOW is the time!

Check the reminder you received noting what is missing to continue membership,
or click on NNPS UPDATE and Renewal for 2023-24 and scroll down to
complete the correct UPDATE for your school, district, or organization.

Do not get “cut” from this important network. Stay active to continue to receive all
member benefits (see the 1-o-n-g list of benefits at Join NNPS at
www.partnershipschools.org). Remain a national leader on family and community
engagement!

YOUR SPACE
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This is YOUR SPACE! where we feature creative and important activities from Promising
Partnership Practice 2023. Feel free to adopt or adapt these ideas. You also may send in a
new activity to Brenda Thomas during the year (bthomas@jhu.edu), OR send a question
to NNPS to solve an emerging challenge. We will address your question in YOUR
SPACE.

All Roads Lead Home was conducted by Columbia High School (CHS) in
Richland County, South Carolina, reported by Yolanda Smith, Parent and
Family Engagement Specialist. The school’s Action Team for Partnerships
(ATP), Parent and Family Engagement Specialist, and other teachers and leaders
had a good idea for building connections with “the community.” They focused on
their alumni community to create a more organized way to contact all of the high
school’s alumni with a strong and active Alumni Association for the school. This
group would demonstrate the value of the school’s past graduates and support
current and future students. The planners, including active alumni, planned a
kickoff activity. They invited alums from all graduating classes to come to the
school to recall memories, celebrate the school, and plan improvements.

Everyone at the school pitched in to contact alums. Current students talked with
their parents, family members, and neighbors who attended CHS in the past.
Students also set up a yearbook display to prompt many memories. ROTC
students provided security for the activity. Teachers contacted alumni they knew,
including some prior faculty at CHS. The principal and assistant principal served
as advisors. The new Alumni Association initiated several exciting programs (e.g.,
alumni volunteers and mentors, scholarships for future graduates; a Career Fair,
to improve student attendance, graduation rates, college and career plans, and
more.

Read more about All Roads Lead Home on pages 30-31 of the 2023 Promising
Partnership Practices book.

NNPS and SOCIAL MEDIA

November is Parent Engagement Month—which we and colleagues like to call
School, Family, and Community Partnership Month! Our excellent colleague, Dr.
Darcy Hutchins, Director of Family, School, and Community Partnerships for the
Colorado Department of Education, called on her friends to create some powerful
links on social media to celebrate work on family and community engagement.
NNPS featured YOUR work in Promising Partnership Practices 2023, the NNPS
Partnership Award Winners, and NNPS Handbook for Action, 4t edition.

Check NNPS entries for Parent Engagement Month on Facebook and on
Twitter/ “X”.
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Explore the following hashtags to see the reports from other locations:

#NNPS #PartnershipSchools #PartnerinEd

#FSCPMonth2023

You can join the celebration of November—Parent Engagement Month/School,
Family, and Community Partnerships. Add your message and example. Be sure to
use the same hashtags to connect your work with NNPS and our friends.

NNPS Facebook is a networking tool. Please send photos of the partnership
activities that you conduct throughout the year with a short sentence description
and your name and affiliation to Brenda Thomas at nnps@jhu.edu. We will
select some to add to NNPS’s Facebook page.

NNPS Members-Only Access Code

The MEMBERS-ONLY CODE gives special benefits to active members of
NNPS. The Members-Only Access Code is NNPS23mem. On the website,
www.partnershipschools.org, you can use the Code to explore many years’

books of Promising Partnership Practices and all 18 NNPS Samplers of goal-
linked partnership activities in the section Success Stories. We will remind you of
the code in every month’s E-Brief.

SCHOOL, FAMILY,
AND COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS

YOUR HanDBOOK FOR ACTION

FOURTH EDITION
JOYCE L. EPSTEIN and ASSOCIATES

INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

This month we direct your attention to the NNPS
resource, School, Family, and Community
Partnerships — Your Handbook for Action,
4t Edition. Does your Handbook look brand
new? NNPS would like your book to be well-worn
and dog-eared! The Handbook for Action will
help your school, district, organization, region,
and state to plan, implement, and continually
improve an excellent and equitable program of
partnerships. If you follow the guidelines, your
program will ensure a welcoming school climate
that engages all families in ways that benefit all
students. The Handbook keeps no secrets and
provides the information and examples you need

to ensure that your partnership program is research-based. If you use the
Handbook to organize school-level Action Teams for Partnerships that have an
annual Action Plan for Partnerships, you will have the structures and processes in
place that will enable you to make better use of all the other information on family
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engagement (often “too much information”) that is “out there.” You will be able to
pick and choose other information to enhance your own partnership program—
always keeping in mind the goal for good partnerships in all schools, with all
families, and for all students.
e School teams will find good ideas in Chapter 2’s School Stories.
o District and Organization Leaders for Partnership will be guided by
Chapter 7 on Leadership for Partnerships.
o Check all chapters for good information that will support your goals
for great partnership programs. Open the book and dog-ear those
pages!

Do you have questions about how to use the Handbook for Action in your
location? Contact Brenda Thomas for a good conversation
(bthomas@jhu.edu).

SUPPORT NNPS

If you make tax-deductible donations to non-profit organizations at the end of the
year, please think of NNPS. Your donation supports NNPS’s unique projects—
books of Promising Partnership Practices, Partnership Awards, monthly E-
Briefs, Annual UPDATE evaluations and reports, and our excellent website.
Here’s how: Click the Donate link. Indicate your gift and scroll down through
Research Centers to the National Network of Partnership Schools. Click
Continue as Guest and complete your donation.

DONATE!

NNPS appreciates your tax-deductible contribution. The University and NNPS
will send official acknowledgements of your donation for tax purposes. Thank
you!

We are SO thankful for the great partnership work that
you are doing!
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1 In partnership,
Happy Brenda, Steve, and

Joyce
The NNPS Team

Tl‘uanksgiving

The NNPS School E-Brief is disseminated once a month during the school year. The E-Brief is intended to:

1. Offer timely information to support your efforts to build comprehensive school, family, and community partnership programs.
2. Update you on available research, tools, materials, services, and training opportunities from the National Network of
Partnership Schools.

3. Provide you with a vehicle to exchange ideas with, ask questions of, and share resources with other NNPS members and the
NNPS staff.

To respond to NNPS about an E-Brief, click “Reply” and you will send your email only to me, Brenda Thomas.

© Copyright 2023 all rights reserved.
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