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National Network of Partnership Schools (NNPS)
2022 November E-Brief for Districts, States, and Organizations

It is time to be thankful—November is here!
There has been a good start to partnerships this year.

In NNPS, teachers and families work together each day
To help all students learn – it’s the Thanksgiving Way.” 

Monthly E-Briefs from NNPS include timely information to support and improve
programs of family and community engagement. Don’t forget to share a copy with
all members on your leadership team! 

THEME FOR THE YEAR: 
Students’ Roles in School, Family, and Community
Partnerships
 
Students are the main reason for teachers, parents, and other partners to connect.
Students also are the main focus of official policies on partnerships. This year, we
are featuring examples of NNPS members’ activities that give students important
roles in family and community engagement. Students may be inviters,
presenters, guides, performers, demonstrators, participants,
evaluators, or take other roles. When students are active partners, more
parents become engaged in their education at school and at home. And, students
gain many important skills.
 
This month we spotlight STEAM Showcase and Carnival, reported by Kristin
McCormick, ATP chairperson at Rowena Chess Elementary School, Pasco
School District in Washington. This activity, after COVID restrictions eased,
combined the school’s math night, science showcase, and carnival into one
celebration of students’ skills in Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and
Mathematics. Students displayed and discussed their science, math, and art projects in
the cafeteria. Middle and high school dance teams, robotics clubs, and bands not
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only were invited as “entertainment,” but also to demonstrate how their talents
were linked to STEAM subjects. Over 1000 students and nearly 500 parents,
teachers, and community members gathered to celebrate STEAM, meet, and talk
together, and have some fun.
 
Why is this a good example of students’ roles in partnership activities?
STEAM Showcase and Carnival cleverly mixed indoor and outdoor activities. In
addition to students’ STEAM projects, community scientists conducted interactive
demonstrations with students and parents in the library. Food, games, and entertainment
were enjoyed outside on the playground. Students at all grade levels took important roles
to help parents see how learning STEAM subjects proceeded despite the unprecedented
COVID crisis. See page 23 in Promising Partnership Practices 2022.

LAST CALL! 2022 UPDATEs & RENEWALs DUE
November 30, 2022
 
Thanks to all NNPS members who renewed membership for the 2022-23
school year. If you are late in returning your program’s 2022 UPDATE,
NOW is the time! Click on NNPS UPDATE and Renewal for 22-23 and
scroll down to complete the correct UPDATE for your school, district, or
organization.
 

Active members receive all membership benefits (see the long list in
Join NNPS at www.partnershipschools.org).
NNPS must “cut” those who do not renew membership.
Late UPDATEs and renewals are due by November 30th —to remain
a national leader of effective and equitable programs of family and
community engagement.

 
Those who are “late” received a reminder from NNPS to take action!

Questions? Contact NNPS Coordinator, Rachel Chappell at
nnps@jhu.edu.

Recap: NNPS LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE in OCTOBER
The NNPS fall Leadership Institute was conducted online October 20, 21, and 28.

Leaders from 8 states—Arizona, California, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, Ohio,

Pennsylvania, and Washington—participated via Zoom. These spirited

participants learned how to organize research-based partnership programs in

their location, and how to conduct a one-day team training for their schools’

Action Teams for Partnerships (ATPs). They had many “aha!” moments as they

considered new ideas for strong partnership programs. For example:
“I love the theoretical model, Overlapping Spheres of Influence, to reach
goals.”
“My ‘aha’ moment is that it is really important to use different forms of
communication to reach all families.”
“I like the point of having the principal on board.”
“It is important to include the foreign language media to connect with
families."
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The next Leadership Institute for district, organization, and state leaders will be

in March 2022 (dates TBD). NNPS is curious: What will be best for you? Would

you and colleagues prefer to attend the Leadership Institute (a) Together online in

3-session Zooming? OR (b) In person for 2 days in Baltimore?

Email your preference to Brenda, bthomas@jhu.edu.

YOUR SPACE

Leaders for Partnerships guide school teams to develop strong programs of partnerships
linked to school improvement goals. At Partnership Schools Ireland (PSI), Dublin,
Ireland, Coordinator Danielle Goodman developed a webinar for PSI schools’ Action
Teams for Partnerships (ATPs). Your One Year Action Plan for Partnerships: A Goal
Setting Webinar presented information and examples from NNPS and from schools
Ireland. The webinar addressed five questions: (1) What does a One-Year Action Plan for
Partnerships include? (2) What are the six types of engagement with examples to
implement? (3) How will an annual action plan support your school’s work on
partnerships, and link to your School Improvement Plan)? (4) What is a SMART goal that
will guide each page of your plan? (5) What are some good ideas to share, and what
questions do you have about your school’s plans, goals, and activities for family and
community engagement for the year ahead? The webinar was hosted on Zoom so that
ATP members—including principals—could attend without having to travel to one
meeting place. See Schools’ Action Plans for Partnerships: A Goal Setting Webinar  on
page 61 of Promising Partnership Practices 2022.

At Ruth Livingston Elementary School in Pasco School District #1,
Pasco, WA, Kelly Longsdorff and Josi Geary, ATP Chairs, reported on their
Quick Classroom Survey (QCS) for students. Teachers ask students’ views after
each partnership activity. Parents are given specific “exit surveys” at each event.
QCS and parents’ results are returned to the ATP chairpersons, along with ideas
for increasing participation on future engagement activities. Teachers or activity
leaders can customize QCS questions as needed. Generally, students are asked if
they attended an activity, what they liked about it, what they would improve, and
so on. The ATP discusses these evaluations and provides feedback for
improvement. As one example, at the school’s Mix It Up at Lunch Day, students
are assigned to the Birthday Month Table. They ask each other a series of
questions. This helps students meet a new friend and learn about each other. The
QCS captured students’ reactions to this experience. Livingston’s ATP will report
details of QCS in the next book of Promising Partnership Practices. 

Feature good work that your district, organization, or school is doing in next month’s E-
Brief. Remember, your report does not have to be long—just a few sentences to highlight
what we need to know about a good partnership activity at school or at home. Email this
info for YOUR SPACE to: Brenda Thomas, bthomas@jhu.edu.

ON CALL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE—A Unique NNPS
Benefit

In case you missed it last month or in your email, here is the link to the NNPS On
Call Technical Assistance Form.
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An important and unique benefit of NNPS membership is On-Call Technical
Assistance. We are here to help you with your partnership work whenever you
have a question or need an NNPS resource—at no cost.

Brenda loves to talk “partnerships.” If you need support as you navigate using
NNPS tools and approaches, please reach out for assistance. You can email
Brenda Thomas (bthomas@jhu.edu). Or, use this form to schedule a meeting
with Brenda by phone or on a virtual platform of your choosing. Select available
dates on your calendar. Ask your questions. Solve an emerging challenge. Discuss
how to reach your dreams for a goal-linked partnership program that increases
student success. On the form, check the support you need and email the
completed form to bthomas@jhu.edu. Remember, NNPS is always a phone call
or e-mail away to assist you!

NNPS and SOCIAL MEDIA
 
NNPS partner, Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Center (OhSFEC), shared a
great resource on Family Literacy activities in its November issue of News and
Guidance. See Day by Day Family Literacy Activities from the State Library of
Ohio on fun and learning activities that build students’ skills in speaking,
listening, reading, writing, and singing. Also see thoughtful summaries of how to
reach out to engage all families in literacy activities at
https://mailchi.mp/2d53b0810719/exploring-family-literacy.
 
NNPS is on Facebook and Twitter. You will see extra items – including members’
newsletters and photos members’ and NNPS activities.
 
Like us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/partnershipschools.
Follow us on twitter at https://twitter.com/NNPS_JHU
 
NNPS Facebook is a networking tool. Send photos from the exciting partnership
activities that your program conducts throughout the year with a short sentence
description and your name and affiliation to Rachel Chappell at nnps@jhu.edu.
Rachel will select some to add to NNPS’s Facebook page.

OPPORTUNITIES AND RESOURCES
 
American Education Week. This month featured American Education Week.
Originated in 1921 by the Department of Defense Education, American Education
Week was defined as an opportunity to celebrate public education, to inform the
community of the accomplishments and needs of public schools, to secure
cooperation and support from the public, and to honor individuals who are
making a difference in ensuring that every child receives a quality education.
This is still important recognition of schools, teachers, administrators, and
partnerships.
Although celebrated nationally the week before Thanksgiving, good ideas and
strategies are useful any time. See the National Education Association
website for information and for ideas to strengthen programs of school,
family, and community partnerships.

Other Dates and Days to Note. We celebrate Veterans Day and American
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Education Week in November, but did you know that November also is National
Family Stories Month? Yes! According to the National Holiday Calendar
website there is a holiday for almost every day of the year! Check these links to get
ideas and strategies to use with your students and families.

December Celebrations. Get ready for December 2022 with these ideas and
opportunities for engagement and fun from the National Holiday Calendar
website!

NNPS Members-Only Access Code

The MEMBERS ONLY section of the NNPS website gives active members some
special benefits. Use your Members-Only Access Code, NNPSmem22, to explore
many years’ books of Promising Partnership Practices and all 18 NNPS Samplers
in the section Success Stories. The code will change in January 2023 for members
who renewed membership for the 22-23 school year. We will keep you posted
about the code to use in each E-Brief.

DONATE TO NNPS
 
If you make end-of-year tax-deductible donations to non-profit organizations in
2022, please consider NNPS. Your donation supports NNPS’s unique projects—
books of Promising Partnership Practices, Partnership Awards, monthly E-
Briefs, Annual Evaluations, and our excellent website.
 
Here’s how: Click the Donate link. Then, click “OTHER” in the Johns Hopkins
School of Education DESIGNATION box. Specify: National Network of
Partnership Schools.

Donate!
NNPS appreciates your tax-deductible donation. The University and NNPS will
send official acknowledgements of your donation for tax purposes. Thank you!

Thankful for Partnerships

Keep up the great work. We'll check in with
you again next month.
In partnership,

Brenda, Rachel, Steven, and
Joyce
The NNPS Team

The NNPS School E-Brief is disseminated once a month during the school year. The E-Brief is intended to:

1.    Offer timely information to support your efforts to build comprehensive school, family, and community partnership programs.

2.    Update you on available research, tools, materials, services, and training opportunities from the National Network of

Partnership Schools.

3.    Provide you with a vehicle to exchange ideas with, ask questions of, and share resources with other NNPS members and the

NNPS staff.

To respond to NNPS about an E-Brief, click “Reply” and you will send your email only to me, Brenda Thomas.
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