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INTRODUCTION

The NNPS team at Johns Hopkins University congratulates all members whose activities were selected
for Promising Partnership Practices 2009. Every year, more schools, districts, organizations, and states
submit their best practices for review. This is a good thing. It tells us that members are willing to share
their ideas for involving families in ways that help students succeed in school. It is, of course, a challenge
to select the best and most useful activities from diverse locations that will help new members get started
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Joyce L. Epstein, Director
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in NNPS and experienced partners extend, improve, and sustain their programs.

The editorial team this year—Darcy Hutchins, Mary Maushard, Jeff Colosino, Marsha Greenfeld, and
Brenda Thomas—enjoyed the challenge. Over 200 activities were submitted and 111 are included in
this collection. Many of those not selected were of very high quality. Some will be featured in monthly

E-Briefs that are sent to members of NNPS throughout the school year.

Several things stand out in this year’s collection.

»

»

»

»

»

Activities are from members of NNPS in economically, racially, culturally, and linguistically diverse
communities, in large and small schools and districts, in urban, suburban, and rural areas. All are working

Creative Design. Schools, districts, states, and organizations in NNPS are not focused only
on test scores. They are developing and implementing creative activities to engage parents
and to spark students’ motivation to learn. When activities capture students’ and families’
imaginations, test scores, too, are likely to increase.

Attention to Dads/Father Figures. Members of NNPS know that moms, dads, grand-
parents, and others can be involved in any involvement activity at home or at school. In
addition, some schools and districts are developing activities to increase the involvement of
dads and father figures and to garner their support for students.

Multicultural Partnerships to Involve All Families. Most schools and districts in
NNPS are looking for effective ways to involve families with diverse cultural and linguistic
backgrounds. This edition includes several ways to celebrate diversity and increase student
learning and success in school.

Involving Families and the Community with Students in Science. With science tests
added to achievement goals in NCLB, schools are beginning to find ways for families and the
community to help teachers inspire students to enjoy and learn science.

Collaboration with PTA or PTO. Many successful involvement activities are conducted in
cooperation with schools’ parent organizations. ATPs are official committees of the School
Improvement Team focused on improving student success, and PTAs/PTOs aim to increase
parent leadership and involvement. When the two groups work together, the quality of activ-
ities and support and participation increase.

©2009 National Network of Partnership Schools

Johns Hopkins University



to create a welcoming school climate and to engage parents, family members, and community partners in
ways that contribute to students’ learning and development.

The activities are from 82 schools, 20 districts, and 6 organizations located in 21 states and from 3 leaders
in state departments of education. They are organized in four ways in separate Tables of Contents to help
readers strengthen their programs:

»  BY GOAL. See activities for schools to create a welcoming school climate and to help students
increase skills in reading and literacy, math, science, and other subjects, and to improve
behavior, health and safety, multicultural awareness, transitions to new school levels, and
postsecondary plans for college and careers. Find activities for district, state, and organi-
zation leaders to improve leadership on partnerships and to directly assist schools’ Action
Teams for Partnerships.

»  BY TYPE of involvement. Discover ways to strengthen parenting, communicating, volun-
teering, learning at home, decision making, and collaborating with the community. Note:
Although each page identifies one type of involvement, many activities incorporate several
types of involvement by design.

» BY SCHOOL LEVEL. Discover activities for elementary, middle, and high schools.
» BY CONTRIBUTOR. Locate the NNPS members who shared promising practices.

At NNPS, we are inspired and encouraged by members’ dedication and spirit of partnership to share best
practices. This collection will help many others improve their programs of family and community involve-
ment.

NOTE: This edition and prior collections of over 800 involvement activities are on the NNPS website,
www.partnershipschools.org, in the section Success Stories, along with an Order Form for additional print
copies.

National Network of Partnership Schools
at Johns Hopkins University

Established by Dr. Joyce Epstein and her colleagues at Johns Hopkins University in 1996, the National
Network of Partnership Schools (NNPS) guides schools, districts, organizations, and state departments of
education to develop and maintain research-based programs of school, family, and community partner-
ships. Each Partnership School strengthens its program by forming an Action Team for Partnerships,
writing goal-oriented partnership plans, and selecting partnership practices from the research-based
framework of Six Types of Involvement to engage all families in their children’s education in varied and
meaningful ways. Districts, organizations, and states are guided to develop policies, provide leadership,
and directly assist schools’ Action Teams for Partnerships to strengthen their programs of family and
community involvement. Members of NNPS continually learn from new research and from examples
from the field to improve and sustain their partnership programs to increase student success.

For more information, visit www.partnershipschools.org and click on Join NNPS.
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Epstein’s Six Types of Involvement

The Keys to Successful School, Family, and Community Partnerships

Type 1

Type 2

Type 3

Type 4

Type 5

Type 6

g

Parenting

Assist families with parenting and child-rearing skills, under-
standing child and adolescent development, and setting home
conditions that support children as students at each age and grade
level. Assist schools in understanding families.

Communicating

Communicate with families about school programs and student
progress through effective school-to-home and home-to-school
communications.

Volunteering

Improve recruitment, training, work, and schedules to involve
families as volunteers and audiences at the school or in other
locations to support students and school programs.

Learning at Home

Involve families with their children in learning activities at home,
including homework and other curriculum-related activities and
decisions.

Decision Making

Include families as participants in school decisions, governance,
and advocacy through PTA/PTO, school councils, committees,
action teams, and other parent organizations.

Collaborating with the Community

Coordinate community resources and services for students,
families, and the school with businesses, agencies, and other
groups, and provide services to the community.
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Stevens Middle School
Pasco, WA

Sudlersville Elementary School
Sudlersville, MD

Three Tools for ATP Chairs
Pasco Reads Literacy Project
Parent Chat and Chews

From My House To Your House

Hmong New Year and Hmong Studies
Showcase

Parenting Lab

A Night to Celebrate the Arts
Starting a Parent Resource Center
I Love to Read

Good News Postcards

Global Media Literay Project
Family Literacy Night
Harambee

Parent Education Night

Trash to Treasure Book Fair
Celebration of Nations
Learning Standards for Families

A Night under the Milky Way

Superintendent's Parent Roundtable
Discussions

Summer Storytime in the Park
Multicultural Math-Literacy Night
Souper Bowl of Caring

Turn Off The TV Week

A Night at the Oscars

Election Central 2008

111

11

80

43

60

45

27

85

76

58

519

81

12

54

104

21

108

107

61

84

88
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T.H. Watkins Elementary School
Lake Charles, LA

Tallwood High School
Virginia Beach, VA
Thomas County Schools
Thomasville, GA

Thomas Jefferson Elementary School
Bellflower, CA

Vinton Elementary School
Vinton, LA

Virgie Robinson Elementary School
Pasco, WA

Virginia Beach City Public Schools
Virginia Beach, VA

W. T. Cooke Elementary School
Virginia Beach, VA

Wausau School District

Wausau, WI

West Hertel Academy
Buffalo, NY

Whittier Elementary School
Pasco, WA

Wilkinson Elementary School
Williston, ND

Windsor Oaks Elementary School
Virginia Beach, VA

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

Madison, WI

Memory Makers

Shmack / Fashion Marketing Partnership
Back to School Blitz

Family Traditions Reading Night

It's Raining Pudding

Harvest Family Math Night

The Reading Bus

W.T Cooke's Polar Express

A Foundation for Parent/Community
Involvement

Standards Supper
Holiday Book Drive
Little Coyote Kinderbags
SOL Carnival

ATPs from A to Z

10

48

95

15

110

90

94

37

64

36
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1 ACADEMIC GOALS

Practices for Types 1-6 in this section involve families and community
partners to help students meet academic goals in reading and literacy,
math, science, and other academic areas.







A NIGHT AT THE OSCARS

STEVENS MIDDLE SCHOOL
PAsco, WASHINGTON

n the evening twilight, as over 300 parents

and students began to gather outside the

doors of Stevens Middle School, a tingling
sensation surged through the crowd. Anticipa-
tion mounted as rumors circulated of celebrities
who’d been sighted on the school campus, all
dressed in their finest gowns and suits. When
6:00 finally came around, the doors swung open,
and down the red carpet they went, stepping into
the blinding lights of the school hallway.

For the night, classrooms at Stevens were
transformed into “venues,” each with a different
theme and set of activities that related a connec-
tion between reading and the silver screen. A
number of them were themed after books—
including the immensely popular Twilight, Because
of Winn-Dixie and Marley & Me—that had been
adapted into movies.

Visitors were treated to images from video
stills, information or trivia questions about the
movies and their stars, human and animal alike,
and re-creations of objects or scenes from the
films. Like every room at A Night at the Oscars,
all of these venues had been designed by the
students themselves. For example, the Because
of Winn-Dixie room included a “bottle tree,” into
which ESL students had written positive messag-
es that could be revealed with a flashlight.

Other venues provided other exciting oppor-
tunities. One, a celebrity Wax Museum, featured
students who were dressed as figures from biogra-
phies they had recently read. When attendees
pressed a paper button on the student’s costume,
the statue came to life and told, in the first person,
that historical celebrity’s story. The Jeopardy
room pitted students against parents in a book-
to-movie trivia contest for fun and prizes.

Attendees also had the opportunity to learn
a little more about life in the movie industry
from the Behind the Scenes room. Here, visitors
learned about the range of career opportunities
that happen off-screen, including screen writing.

In another room, a local newspaper reporter held
a session on interviewing skills, and gave students
pointers on how to write their own interviews.

The evening also provided the school an
opportunity to share with parents some of the
reading services available from the wider commu-
nity. The school’s computer lab was ready and
loaded with a variety of reading-related web
sites that parents could use as resources for any
grade level; they also were shown how to use the
school’s Parent Portal software to keep up-to-date
on their children’s grades. Elsewhere, the public
librarian managed a booth where families could
sign up for library cards.

Finally, once guests decided it was time for
intermission, the cafeteria offered sandwiches,
chips, and punch, with live Mexican folk dancing
provided by the school’s Baille Folklorico dance
troupe.

Of course, none of the night’s successes would
have been possible without joint efforts by the
school’s Action Team for Partnerships (ATP) and
Parent-Teacher-Student Organization (PTSO).
Spearheaded by the school’s Literacy Coach, with
a theme selected and designed by students, the
annual Literacy Night took on a whole new life
with the Night at the Oscars theme. The success
of the event was apparent, based on how well it
met the goal of Stevens’ Balanced Literacy Action
Plan: “to promote enthusiasm and student
performance in relation to reading and writing.”

Based on students’ thrill at seeing their hard
work pay off, receiving rewards for attending and
participating, and their parents’ positive reactions
to the event, it seems that, at this Oscar party,
everyone was a winner.

Barbara Pierce
Assistant Principal
bpierce@psdl.org
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BOBCAT BOOKS-TO-GO

BEEBE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS

ile explaining how a new literacy
practice at her school works, one Beebe
Elementary student also reveals her

enthusiasm for the program: “You get abook from
the Bobcat Books-to-Go and you take it home and
read it and maybe bring it back the next day and
get another Bobcat Books-to-Go book and anoth-
er and another...”

What she’s describing is a 2008-09 School,
Family, and Community Partnerships (SFCP)
initiative to establish a permanent lending
library at Beebe in order to encourage indepen-
This student proves that the
Bobcat Books-to-Go program has at least one

dent reading.

fan. Responses from teachers and parents make
it clear that she’s only one of many children who
are delving into independent reading at Beebe.

Books-to-Go provides every student a daily
opportunity to read a self-selected book at
their independent reading level. Each student’s
classroom teacher updates this reading level as
regularly as necessary. As aresult, the books that
a student brings home are targeted to improve
reading fluency based on his or her individual
literacy needs.

The Books-to-Go selection augments the
school’s existing Learning Resource Center (LRC)
library, which is arranged by Fountas/Pinnell
levels. The SFCP highlights the importance of
collaborating with the LRC to physically accom-
modate the new program: the shelving (construct-
ed by the school’s head custodian) and bins used
for Books-to-Go required the rearrangement of
a portion of the LRC’s space. The books were
acquired by soliciting donations from all Beebe
stakeholders from the onset of the program.
Additional donations came from a book drive at
North Central College, a school partner.

A classroom teacher acted as a staff liaison,
and together with the administration and SECP,
created a presentation that introduced teach-
ers to the aims and implementation plan for the

Books-to-Go practice. The SECP also assisted the
liaison by promoting the new practice to parents
by designing a brochure to explain the program
and generate excitement for it. As donations
came in, faculty and parent volunteers sorted the
books by level and labeled them accordingly.

Prior to launching the program, teachers
presented the planning team with a record of the
number of students at each reading level. With
this information, the team was able to ensure
that each reading level was adequately represent-
ed, procuring additional titles as needed.

At their classroom’s designated time,
students bring a two-gallon re-sealable bag to
the LRC to select a book. Students are allowed
to borrow one book at a time and may exchange
them as often as desired. These books are picked
by each student in addition to, and independent
from, his or her non-leveled LRC choices.

With a combination of parent and communi-
ty donations, SFCP/Home and School funds, and
building funds, an investment of $856 covered
the labels, bags, bins, shelving, and supplemen-
tary books needed to put the Books-to-Go library
together. For next year, the district has pledged
$500 for the acquisition of Spanish titles.

Jodi Piekarz
SECP Co-Chair
piekarz4408@gmail.com
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FAMILY LITERACY NIGHT

ROOSEVELT EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER NO. 65
BUFFALO, NEW YORK

urious George, Mother Goose, The Cat
‘ in the Hat, and Old Mother Hubbard

wandered through the halls of Roosevelt
Early Childhood Center one November evening,
telling their tales and inviting the youngsters
and their parents to talk with them about the
stories in which they star. Meanwhile, some of
the Roosevelt students performed Goldilocks and
the Three Bears and Little Red Riding Hood in the
Fairytale Theater.

It was a whimsical, wonderful night for the
100 parents and 125 youngsters who attended
the first Family Literacy Night at Roosevelt, which
enrolls students in Pre-K through fourth grade.
Also on the program were a book exchange, music
and literacy program, and make-n-take activities.
The Riverside Branch librarian was on hand to
read aloud from award-winning children’s books
and helped children and adults apply for library
cards.

A committee of parents, teachers, and admin-
istrators developed the activities and entertain-
ment after school officials studied data from state
and local reading assessments. They targeted the
needs of children in the various grades. Parents
learned about their child’s reading needs and
found new ways to support learning at home.

The variety of activities and the fun-loving
nature of the event won much praise.

“Putting an exciting and fun twist on reading
and understanding literature helps the kids
embrace it,” said one parent. “This was a good way
to keep the children reading, not only in school
but at home as well.”

One student called the event “cool, fun and
exciting.” A grandparent particularly liked the
Mother Goose readings and “signing my grand-
daughter’s favorite book.”

Literacy night addressed two needs at
Roosevelt: improving specific literacy skills and
increasing parent involvement.  The reading
coach noticed that the amount of parent involve-

ment grew on the same trajectory as the school’s
reading scores. So, teaming up the activities
seemed like an efficient way to promote both
school goals.

Students
publicity strategy. They played roles in different
situations promoting literacy night, similar to

participated in an innovative

readers’ theater, during daily announcements for
two weeks before the program. The school offered
homework passes to students attending, but they
had to be picked up at the door.

The children’s
popular, based on adult feedback, and will

theater was particularly
definitely be expanded for the next literacy night.
Also on the future agenda are parent workshops,
opening the computer lab so parents can explore
web-based resources, and including more commu-
nity members.

Amy Bartel
Reading Coach / Administrative Intern
abartell@buffaloschools.org
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FAMILY TRADITIONS READING NIGHT

THOMAS JEFFERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
BELLFLOWER, CALIFORNIA

o doesn’t, after all, love a holiday?
The Action Team for Partnerships
(ATP) at Thomas Jefferson Elemen-

tary tapped into a universal topic for their Family
Traditions Reading Night, making the evening a
special occasion by asking students in grades K-6
to write about . . . special occasions.

Inspired by models in the NNPS book Family
Reading Night (Hutchins, Greenfield, and Epstein
2008), the team designed a program that includ-
ed reading activities, a book exchange, a presen-
tation by the county’s children’s librarian, and
refreshments. Central to the evening was an
essay-writing contest that the students entered
before the event.

The winners of the essay contest—select-
ed by teachers based on children’s response to
the question, “What is your family’s favorite
holiday?”—were invited to read their essays
aloud to the proud parents, students, and school
staff. The opportunity for parents to hear what
students had written affirmed their connection
to what their children were learning in school.
The assignment also prompted students to
involve their parents in the writing process by
asking for specifics about family traditions. By
hearing these traditions honored before such a
large audience, families were encouraged to feel
they had a greater part in the Thomas Jefferson
community.

ATP planners added the writing assignment
to the program based on the academic needs
demonstrated by the CA STAR assessment and
district benchmarks. Reading comprehension
was a specific target. With the other activities of
the night, not only did the essay contest boost
reading skills, it also resulted in the school’s
largest Reading Night turnout yet. “The cafeteria
was filled to capacity,” wrote the ATP facilitator.
“There were many families who came who usually
didn’t attend family nights.”

Students donned their pajamas and brought

their pillows. Many also brought a used book for
the book exchange, at which hundreds of children
swapped for something new to read. The librar-
ian gave a presentation and handed out applica-
tions for library cards. The large turnout, which
produced the greatest challenge (albeit a pleas-
ant one), required a few last-minute changes.
Instead of having the attendees go to classrooms
for the teachers to read to them, one teacher read
to all the students and families in the cafeteria.
Parents and other volunteers set up, organized
the exchange, and provided refreshments.

With all of the time and effort put in by the
different groups, costs were minimal: $50 in Title
I funds. Due to the event’s overwhelming success,
the ATP hopes to recruit even more volunteers—
and set aside more time for students to read their
essays—for their Family Hero Reading Night in
June.

Marilyn Yassin
Facilitator of the ATP
marilynyassin@gmail.com
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HOLIDAY BOOK DRIVE

WHITTIER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
PAsco, WASHINGTON

I 677 students at Whittier Elementary
Atook home a new book shortly after the

holidays, courtesy of the local Barnes &
Noble Booksellers, their teachers, their neigh-
bors, and even people they did not know.

In addition, the school and the local Colum-
bia Reading Foundation received another 2,000
books, bought through the Barnes & Noble annual
Holiday Book Drive, which asked customers to
buy one or more books for the school as they
checked out. Whittier teachers selected many
of the books, and the store offered discounts on
some of them.

Whittier’s initial involvement with the
bookstore was serendipitous. The reading coach
contacted the store in early fall to see if it could
help the school provide 100 books for a family
reading night. The store’s community outreach
and education director said she might be able to
do better than that. The two women soon realized
“that our wish for putting books in children’s
hands was a shared desire and one we could really
make happen for the children of the Tri-Cities
as well as for our students at Whittier,” said the
reading coach.

The book drive kicked off November 1 at the
store with students and staff attending. Local
hockey and football players stirred up some school
spirit and by November 26, Barnes & Noble had
sold 1,000 books for the school. By Christmas
Day, the total reached 2,700.

The store’s outreach director tracked the sales,
and worked with Whittier teachers to stock the
titles they had chosen, even getting some books
in Spanish. An extensive publicity campaign,
including store displays, a radio appearance by
the principal and reading coach, a newspaper
story, and an announcement on the district’s web
site, contributed to the drive’s success, as more
and more people learned about the effort and
eagerly participated.

More than 90 percent of Whittier’s students

are eligible for free- and reduced-price lunches,
and many of the students and adults are learn-
ing English as a second language. Buying books
is not easy, or even possible, for many of these
families, school officials said. That, however, does
not diminish the children’s interests in books and
reading.

“It was a touching experience to watch as
students hugged their books to their chests as
they received them,” said a Pasco School Board
member who helped distribute books.

The school sponsored a Stop, Drop and Read
session after the books were dispersed. Some
Barnes & Noble employees joined the festivities
and received the youngsters’ thanks in person.

“This is the best day of my life,” said one first-
grader as she received a copy of her favorite book,
Wodney Wat.

“Do we get to keep it? Really?” asked another
youngster as he ran to the car after school.

It was truly a holiday season to remember for
the boys, girls, and families of Whittier Elemen-

tary.

Judy Klein
Literacy Coach
Jklein@psdl.org
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| LOVE TO READ

PULASKI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

at do the following people have in
common: the mayor of Wilming-
ton, Delaware; the Delaware lieuten-
ant governor; a United Way CEO; members of
the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity; the directors of
Wilmington’s Latin American and Kingswood
Community Centers, and the parents of children
at Pulaski Elementary?

Why, they all love to read, of course.

Lucky for them and many more communi-
ty volunteers in Pulaski’s I Love to Read Guest
Reader Program, in February, they got to do
exactly that—read. Visiting more than 20 class-
rooms, the special guests read their favorite
children’s stories aloud to students in grades K-5.
They shared how important reading was to them
in their work and encouraged students to pursue
a life-long love of reading.

Not only did the I Love to Read program
promoteliteracy in the school, butitalso strength-
ened the school’s partnerships with parents and
members of the community. The project was
organized by the Pulaski Literacy Team, but the
initiative was generated from discussions and
collaborations among the administration, staff,
and other stakeholders.

Members of the Literacy Team, which includes
administrators and staff, were primarily respon-
sible for recruiting and scheduling guest readers.
The principal sent a letter to various community
partners informing them of the program and
inviting them to read to a class. Potential guests
were asked to bring a favorite story or to contact
the school for assistance in finding an age-appro-
priate selection. The visits were designed to be
brief—20 to 30 minutes—making it easy for
Pulaski’s busy community partners to find time
to volunteer.

The team reached out to potential new
community partners by explaining the program
on a local television show. Pulaski staff, students,
and selected guest readers shared their ideas of

the importance of reading with the audience, and
invited everyone with a stake in the communi-
ty to become reading partners. Other commu-
nity liaisons spread the word in their respective
organizations and spheres of influence, as well.

The response was overwhelming. As a result
of the literacy team’s publicity, all 400 Pulas-
ki students enjoyed readings by more than 40
visitors, representing abroad range of occupations
and levels of community involvement. Since the
I Love to Read program occurred, teachers have
reported significant improvement in students’
reading fluency and an increase in independent
reading. The event also helped to satisfy part of a
school-wide reform strategy in its Title [ Improve-
ment Plan.

Because the program benefited immensely
from the outpouring of volunteer effort, imple-
menting this practice cost almost nothing. The
benefits, on the other hand—impressing upon
students the importance and fun of reading,
even after their formal education ends—remain
beyond measure.

Mary K. Ford
Reading First Coach
fordme@christina.k12.de.us
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IT'S RAINING PUDDING

VINTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
VINTON, LOUISIANA

lop. Plop. Plop. Students of Vinton
P Elementary got to intern as weather report-

ers for an evening. They were tasked to
piece together a story on a common occurrence: a
rather unexceptional day, except that on this day,
it happened to rain . . . chocolate pudding.

Pre-K-5th-graders were primed for the
English and Language Arts (ELA) It’s Raining
Chocolate Pudding event by other stories about
unusual forms of precipitation. Teachers read
Felicia Bond’s The Day It Rained Hearts to the
lower grades, while the older students heard Judi
Barrett’s Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs. These
served as the appetizers for a writing event in
which all students participated: to describe the
sights, sounds, smells, and—of course—tastes
of an imaginary torrent of the soft, fudgy dessert
pudding.

The exercise dovetailed with a number of the
school’s ELA improvement goals that reflected
the analytical, critical, and creative thinking skills
assessed on the state’s LEAP and ILEAP tests.
Furthermore, parents got to experience aspects
of their children’s ELA education firsthand.

Parents were asked to participate with their
children in every step of the process. After
brainstorming in groups, students employed a
“four-square” method to start writing, in which
a sheet of paper is divided into four quadrants,
with a fifth square drawn in the center. Lower
grade levels—2nd and below—filled each portion
of the diagram with a single sentence, with their
topic sentence in the center. Upper grades—3rd
and up—did the same, with whole paragraphs in
each section. Students then used these sheets as
guides to compose their final paragraph or essay
on the aforementioned custard phenomenon.

In addition to inviting parents to get involved,
students also were encouraged to participate in
the planning process. Any student who attended
the planning meeting received a copy of The Day
It Rained Hearts from the teachers.

Total expenses, paid with Title I funds, were
$350. Organizers advise others who want to
conduct a similar activity to ensure that students
have enough time to complete the assignment
and to secure sufficient space for all attendees.

The Action Team for Partnerships (ATP) will
ask local celebrities to read to students at future
ELA events to generate more enthusiasm among
students, parents, and the community at large.

Students relished the non-traditional writing
prompt, as well as the opportunity to work in a
more relaxed environment. For their efforts,
students and parents were rewarded afterwards
with—what else?—cups of chocolate pudding.
Said one, “You could almost smell the chocolate
pudding before we opened the packages.”

Linda Portie
Lead Teacher
linda.portie@cpsb.org
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MEMORY MAKERS

T. H. WATKINS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA

ooking to increase parent involvement

at school events, coordinators at T. H.

Watkins Elementary figured the best way
to get more families to the school was to make
the event about what makes each family unique—
their stories. Tasked to bring only their favorite
memories and their willingness to be inspired by
their kids, parents joined their children at the
school one evening for the first-ever Memory
Makers Family Book Writing Event.

Citing research that connects parent involve-
ment to better grades and test scores, the school’s
Curriculum Coordinator explained that the school
drew its inspiration from an item that had been
sold at the previous year’s book fair. With a grant
from the Junior League of Lake Charles and some
PTO funding from the school (totaling $2,800),
event organizers bought a book-making kit for
every T. H. Watkins student. These kits contained
everything that the children, from grades Pre-K-
5, would need to “publish” their own book about
their family—everything, of course, except for
the memories.

Teachers integrated the kits into their class
curriculum, assigning the early stages of the
project as classwork and homework assignments.
First, teachers presented books that were written
by children in order to motivate them to partici-
pate in the event. Students were also encour-
aged to involve their families in the homework
assignments, in which they created “flow maps”
to sequence the ideas of the story they would tell,
followed by preparing the text that would appear
in their own Memory Makers book.

All that remained was to illustrate the pages,
and that is what the Memory Makers evening
was designed to do. Two different evenings in
March were set aside to give family members an
opportunity to schedule the best time to “make
memories” with their children. On the night of
the event, families collaborated with their child
in finishing a creative product using student-

produced materials and the kits for illustration.

Turnout for the first night was too large for
the space that had been reserved—the school
library—and so the crowd spilled over into two
classrooms. As a result, the second evening
event was held in the larger “commons” area of
the school.

By working together, students benefited
from positive and creative contacts with their
family members. At the end of the night, every-
one brought home a tangible reminder of the fun
they had, both at the event and in sharing their
family’s history.

The evening closed after the books were bound
and each family group read its story together.
The school combined the Memory Makers event
with a Book Fair. After the book-making was
finished, parents and children proceeded to the
book-buying area.

Compared to previous events with lower
family attendance, the Memory Makers event was
a measurable success, both in terms of numbers
of participants and their qualitative assessments.
Many expressed a desire to participate in a similar
creative/collaborative event with their families.
One parent said it best: “I learned that using
my imagination plus my child’s imagination is

1”

dangerously funny

Jill Crain
Curriculum Coordinator
jill.crain@cpsb.org
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PASCO READS LITERACY PROJECT

PAscoO SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
PAsco, WASHINGTON

ea and cookies set the tone for the Pasco

I Reads Literacy Project. Calm and serious,

but definitely enjoyable, the project took
literacy projects to a new level—high school.

The literacy project was an out-of-class-
room experience aimed at getting high school
students together with adults—teachers, parents
and community residents—to read and discuss
a novel. The students were equal partners in the
discussions, held at various locations, such as the
public library or a community coffee house.

Pasco Reads began with the novel Bless
Me Ultima, written by Rudolph Anaya. The two
English teacherswho chaired the project chose this
book because it involves a young boy growing up
in a Hispanic family in New Mexico. The teachers
thought the book would be particularly relevant
because Pasco has a large Hispanic population,
and because the book deals with reconciling
cultural differences in and among people.

The reading group decided how much of
the book it would finish before each meeting. The
teachers devised discussion questions and led the
sessions. “Because true learning is taking experi-
ences the author has written about and applying
them to one’s own life, we set aside time to really
listen to each other and how we connected with
the story of the characters,” said the teachers.

Students who, usually, did notlike to read,
along with those who loved to do so, participated
in the voluntary project. All of the students found
the book easy to read, yet challenging, depending
on how deeply they delved into the themes and
analyses. “Working with teachers outside of a
classroom builds a relationship. Teachers can be
seen learning with students, which is very power-
ful,” the co-chairs said. Not every reader attended
each discussion, but the leaders were careful to
keep them abreast of discussions and points of
interest. When the group finished the book, there
was a gathering to wrap up ideas and to celebrate
the group’s success.

The public library and the local Barnes &
Noble Booksellers ordered the book and promoted
the reading project, as did the high school library.
The book store dedicated shelf space to book by
Anaya and to various study guides in English and
Spanish. The library ensured that students and
families who could not afford to buy the book had
copies to borrow.

Teachers and parents publicized the
project, with some teachers offering extra credit
to students who participated. Parents distribut-
ed fliers to local grocery and book stores and to
coffee houses.

Students were not the only ones to
benefit. The adults used it to network, to meet
new people, to hang out with their students, and
socialize in a nonacademic setting. The organizers
felt the project was a success because it encour-
aged independent reading and good literacy
habits. Next year’s plans include a blog and more
advanced reading work.

Stephanie Post
English Teacher / Project Co-Chair
spost@psdl.org

Steve Rowley
English Teacher / Project Co-Chair
srowley@psdl.org
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TRASH TO TREASURE BOOK FAIR

RUTH LIVINGSTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
PAsco, WASHINGTON

ftentimes, the corporate-sponsored
O school Book Fair can, for students,

become an event that’s less about
promoting good reading habits than about, well,
buying stuff. To put the Book back in Book Fair,
the Action Team for Partnerships (ATP) at Ruth
Livingston Elementary scrapped the traditional,
profit-driven event and started turning some
students’ literary leftovers into others’ learning
libraries.

In its sixth year, Ruth Livingston’s week-
long Trash to Treasure Book Fair brings together
students, families, school staff, and community
partners to contribute their time and resources
to a thriving literary event. Gone are the fluffy
pencils and glittery notebooks competing for kids’
attention and dollars. Instead, students browse
a broad sampling of gently used, affordable, and
age-appropriate books.

Students and their families are involved from
beginning to end. In the weeks before the fair,
students bring their unwanted books to school,
where they receive $1 in Book Bucks for every
two books they donate. Adult volunteers sort the
books, removing any that are too worn for sale or
inappropriate for an elementary student.

Students receive Book Bucks for their
donations even if they are not put out for sale.
At the same time, the ATP Co-Chairs advise,
“Be picky . . . Parents don’t want junk brought
home.”

Next, the volunteers see that all the books
are cleaned and priced. Every book sells for $1 or
$2. Chapter books, novels, and other upper-level
books in good condition are $2; board books,
picture books, books for younger readers, and
those more-than-slightly worn are $1. Not all the
books are displayed at once. Volunteers (working
short shifts) re-stock the tables as the books are
sold.

Students can visit the fair all week: before and
after school, during recess, and as a class during

regularly scheduled library periods. Students who
don’t have any Book Bucks or money to spend can
still browse or find a spot to read in the library.

Initially, organizers had trouble acquiring
enough upper-level books. Since the first year,
the PTO has provided $400—the event’s sole
expense—to supplement the inventory with used
books from local thrift stores.

The scale of the event remains impressive
by any standard. This year, the ATP reports that
2,775 books were sold.

The fair provides teachers with an incentive
they can use to encourage good work in the class-
room. This year, they gave 315 students coupons
for a free book for a Job Well Done! All 120
students who entered the district’s annual Battle
of the Books reading competition were rewarded
with a coupon. Each teacher selected five books
for his or her classroom. Another 65 books went
to the school’s library, which received every dollar
of the fair’s profits.

That said, the ATP Co-Chairs caution any
team looking to turn Trash to Treasure in their
schools: “Remember, it’s about the students and
the books, not the money.”

Josi Geary
ATP Co-Chair

Kelly Longsdorff
ATP Co-Chair
klongsdorffepsdl.org
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FAMILY MATH NIGHT AND MATH OLYMPICS

FRANK E. WOODRUFF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
BELLFLOWER, CALIFORNIA

at’s the difference between the best
athletes in the world and the students
of Frank E. Woodruff Elementary?

Less than you'd think—if the kids are fresh on
their math skills, that is.

From the end of January until the begin-
ning of April, students got to “go for the gold” in
the school’s first-ever Math Olympics Challenge.
Whoever completed a regularly held, timed
drill of math facts with 100 percent accuracy
received a gold medal at a biweekly morning flag
ceremony. Administrators didn’t spare any of
the Olympic-style pomp and circumstance. The
school’s principal placed the medal around each
winning student’s neck, and parents were among
the crowd that applauded each one. At the end
of the 10 weeks, 450 children had received gold
medals.

Last year’s state assessment results indicat-
ed to the school’s Action Team for Partnerships
(ATP) that students needed to improve their
understanding of higher-level math concepts.
School officials took a back-to-basics approach,
focusing on bringing every student up to speed
on the math facts appropriate for his/her grade
level. The Math Olympics motivated the children
to work on memorizing these facts outside of
classroom time—with “training” help, of course,
from their families.

No Olympics would be complete without
an impressive opening ceremony. Enter Family
Math Night, held near the beginning of the spring
semester. Families received fliers, in both English
and Spanish, calling on them not to “miss out on
all the GAME SHOW fun!” The principal developed
aninteractive PowerPoint presentation—buzzers
and all—for the Math Night.

First, parents were shown all the math facts
their children needed to learn in each grade.
Afterward, parents (randomly selected from those
who had sent RSVPs) faced off against children in
an Are You Smarter Than a 5th Grader?-style math

contest. At every grade level, the kids won. All
participating families received prizes.

After the game show, presenters introduced
the Math Olympics Challenge, followed by other
student-parent math activities for each grade.
Finally, the attendees reconvened in the packed
cafeteria for refreshments to close out the night.

The whole process involved a great deal of
collaboration, but ATP planning and communica-
tion helped keep the expectations clear. Teachers
and parents alike received fliers that detailed the
math facts students needed to know, and were
pointed to the math-drills.com web site for more
help with materials. The flier for teachers also
included information about how to report gold
medal winners.

Next year’s Olympics also may include silver
and bronze medals, according to the ATP facili-
tator. One parent, summing up her son’s thrill
over his gold-medal accomplishment, showed the
real incentive for the contest: “He told me exactly
what he did to get it.”

Marilyn Yassin
Facilitator of the ATP
marilynyassin@gmail.com
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FAMILY MATH NIGHT: RAISING MONEY-SMART KIDS

GRASONVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
GRASONVILLE, MARYLAND

oney talks. At Grasonville Elemen-
M tary, the Family Math Night focusing

on money skills—spending, saving,
earning, reaching financial goals—said a lot
about student and family interest and about the
Parent Involvement Committee’s (PIC) ability to
put together a successful academic night.

The PIC followed the recommendations of the
school’s mathematics specialist on what topics
would best supplement the students’ classroom
work and help parents increase their children’s
learning at home. This year’s recommendation
was: Money. A recent addition to the parent
library at school of Kiplinger’s Raising Money-
Smart Kids added to the money theme. The
school is always looking for new ways to acquaint
parents with the material available in the Parent
Resource Center.

Family Math Night took the form of a game
and a challenge, with the students setting finan-
cial goals and the adults serving as financial
advisors. Each student received a wallet with $20
in play money and a form to keep track of their
earnings and expenditures. Each student set a
money goal—Iless than $50, $51-$100, and $101
and up—and enlisted the help of their financial
advisor.

Around the cafeteria were activity stations
for earning and spending money. Students
moved through the stations. There were money
bingo tables, dice rolls with opportunities to earn
money for extra chores or as birthday gifts, and
a windfall spin. The spending stations included a
super-shopper stop and a pick-a-trip option.

Community partner PNC Bank provided the
last stop—the bank where volunteers counted
the money and determined whether students
were above or below their goals or right on the
money. PNC gave each child a piggy bank and
pencil that looked like it was wrapped in a dollar
bill. The bank also provided information on
children’s savings accounts and financial services

for adults. The math specialist prepared packets
for parents filled with tips and web sites to use to
build money skills at home.

Nearly 80 parents and 100 students partici-
pated in the family night. “Everyone was involved.
Everyone had fun. Everyone learned,” said one of
the organizers. “The teachers were given a glimpse
of the power that parents working together with
their child can offer.”

The PIC also showed that working together
paid off. School staff members provided materi-
als and worked at the event; parent volunteers
worked behind the scenes to organize the night
and spread the word to other parents; the commu-
nity partner donated banks and offered helpful
information; and the Parent Teacher Association
board members assisted with event planning and
funding. For all, it was a worthwhile investment.

Gladys Nemecek
Parent Coordinator
nemecekg@QACPS.k12.md.us
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HARVEST FAMILY MATH NIGHT

VIRGIE ROBINSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
PAsco, WASHINGTON

ressed in autumnal costume, students and
Dparents from Virgie Robinson Elemen-

tary picked up lessons in the pounds
and perimeters of the pumpkin patch, insights
into pattern theory relevant to the arrangement
of orange and red and yellow chocolate candies,
and other math skills when they dropped by last
October’s Harvest Math Night.

The current skills and desired math progress
of all children in Pre-K through 5th grades were
taken into account. Then, the grade-level teams,
support staff, parents, and volunteers designed
and managed a cornucopia of math activities for
the evening. In addition to estimating the circum-
ferences and weights of pumpkins, the activities
ranged from finding patterns for pre-schoolers
to creating Coordinate-Grid Fall Pictures for
older students. The activities accommodated for
students’ various levels of mathematical under-
standing and for students’ and families’ differ-
ent languages. The school serves a mostly Latino
population.

The school’s Action Team for Partnerships
(ATP) facilitated the practice. The team revised
the school’s prior Family Math Night by brain-
storming for a new theme. Over the course of
two months, the ATP’s designated event chair-
person gathered all interested staff and volun-
teers to plan and execute the Harvest Math
Night. The event’s success is due in a large part
to the enthusiasm for Math Night that the math
committee generated among students and teach-
ers. The ATP promoted the event in the morning
announcements.

Additional help came from another existing
school and community partnership through the
Kiwanis Club. The Kiwanis Community Partners
head a leadership group for 4th and 5th graders
every week called K-Kids. These students became
leaders at the math night by helping to run
stations, greeting families as they entered, and
bagging the prizes that were awarded at the activ-

ity booths, including decks of pumpkin-themed
cards, dice, pencils, and—of course—candy.

Other communityorganizationsandbusiness-
es donated the pumpkins, prizes, and other items
that were used at Harvest Math Night. Approxi-
mately $250 in Title I funds made up the differ-
ence needed to conduct the event.

By using an in-house ATP evaluation tool, as
well as assessing the attendance numbers, the
team was able to quantify the evening’s success.
Roughly 300 students participated with their
families in Harvest Math Night.

The benefit of promoting the family-oriented
event was apparent from the students’ eager-
ness to share their strategies for winning games,
based on their existing math knowledge, with
their friends, parents, and siblings. The kids in
attendance were able to cement the connections
between what they were learning in the class-
room and the real-world application of those
concepts on everything from patterns, to prizes,
to the plump harvest-time pumpkins of Pasco,
Washington.

Valerie Adams
Math Coach and ATP Co-Chair
vadams@psdl.org
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IT JUST MAKES CENTS

ELMWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS

et it be known that at Elmwood Elemen-
Ltary this year, when students, parents, and

staff were tasked to help make a change for
good in their community, they responded by . . .
making change.

Penny by penny, children brought in their
coins from home every day for two weeks in the
school’s second year of the It Just Makes Cents
After the two weeks ended,
students had contributed several thousand

donation drive.

dollars to the school’'s own Candy Cane Caring
program, which identifies and raises money to
assist Elmwood’s needy families.

Other parents and individuals at the school
contacted the principal if they knew someone
who could benefit from Candy Cane Caring. This
The
families identified received gift cards that had

information remains strictly confidential.

been purchased with the donated funds. These
are distributed, mainly, during the holiday season,
but are available to families throughout the year
at the principal’s discretion.

So much of the success of It Just Makes
Cents is drawn by tapping into a time-honored
and infinitely renewable resource for motivating
students: classroom rivalry.

During their lunch hour, students are
allowed to go to the gym to donate their pennies
to contribute to their classroom’s score. Every
penny that students contribute adds a point to
their class total. The leading classrooms were
declared in the daily announcements, recharging
the competition every day.

Onthe other hand, students were also encour-
aged to donate change to their rivals’ tills—and in
larger denominations than they were contribut-
ing to their own! Every nickel, dime, quarter, or
dollar that a student gave to another classroom
subtracted a point from that class’s overall score.

As a result, the Co-Chair for School, Family,
and Community Partnerships wrote, “Grades and
classes battled against each other and worked on

strategies to bring down the previous day’s class
winner. Buckets and bins full of coins were hauled
in by students to play the game.” Of course, all
of the conspiracy and planning required students
to be cool and calculating—literally—because,
in order to win, students were forced to employ
their math skills.

Parents also could send in cash and checks for
their students to use in the fundraising contest.
The advantage of the unique scoring system,
however, is that it allows all students to play a
comparable part in the spirit of the competition,
even if they are donating different dollar amounts
to the cause. A local bank that partners with the
school volunteered to count the change and tally
the results.

Even though this year’s Candy Cane Caring
program sought to serve more families than in the
past, and even though organizers were concerned
that fewer families would be able to donate, the
school’s support of the program and the early
promotion of It Just Makes Cents ensured that
the SFCP was able to meet the challenge of helping
every one of the families that had been identified
as in need of assistance. Some of these families
even returned the gift, expressing their gratitude
for the school’s help and suggesting others who
could benefit from the caring even more.

Debbie Montrose
SFECP Co-Chair
dmontrose@wowway.com
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MAKE A MATH DATE WITH YOUR CHILD

BIRDNECK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA

arents and students “did lunch,” as well
Pas math during a series of date days at

Birdneck Elementary. Everyone seemed to
enjoy the special occasions that brought parents
right into math classes to problem solve along
side their children.

Make A Math Date with Your Child invited
parents into mathematics classes to see the skills
that teachers taught at various grade levels, to
learn the math objectives for each grade, and to
observe their children’s strengths and weakness-
es. Parents were also invited to have lunch with
their children either before or after class.

More than 100 parents and other caregivers
accepted the invitation and made a date to see
their child in class. Teachers prepared hands-on
math activities that adults and children could
do together. Each grade level had its own day
so that parents with more than one child at
Birdneck could participate with each student. The
school accommodated parents’ busy schedules by
hosting the events in both the morning and the
afternoon.

In addition to class and lunch, parents were
treated to a math presentation by resource teach-
ersand administrators. Theyalso received a packet
of math games and activities and an Everyday
Math deck of cards that they could play at home
with their children to increase math skills.

“The event proved to be a fun, as well as
eye-opening, opportunity for parents while they
learned which math skills their child needed to
practice,” said the parent involvement coordina-
tor. The impetus for the date days was the school’s
goal to improve math scores on standardized
tests.

Despite invitations, flyers and other publicity,
some parents were initially reluctant to attend.
Tying the event to lunch increased participation,
and those who came were happy to have had the
opportunity to spend time in school with their
child. These parents said that they would be better

able to help their children at home with math
assignments and questions. Children, of course,
were happy to have their parents in school and
at lunch.

Birdneck plans to have more Math Date days,
and will work hard to encourage more parents to
pencil them in.

Wendee Long
Parent Involvement Coordinator
wendee.long@vbschools.com
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MATH MADNESS NIGHT

CENTREVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CENTREVILLE, MARYLAND

tudents who spent the evening throwing
S down cards, dice, and dominoes at Centrev-

ille Elementary’s first-ever Math Madness
Night might have been having too much fun to
realize they were picking up math, communica-
tion, and social skills at the same time.

Looking to revitalize the school’s annual
family math night, the Action Team for Partner-
ships (ATP) demonstrated to parents that many
tools for reinforcing their children’s basic math
abilities were available in their own homes. Split
into small play groups and accompanied by their
parents, 65 children in grades Pre-K-2 engaged
in some friendly competition over games such
as UNO, Yahtzee, Chutes and Ladders, and
dominoes. Each group was assigned a teacher
who, in addition to providing instructions to
the students, also modeled how parents could
integrate counting, number sequence, number
relationship, and strategic thinking lessons into
play.

Furthermore, organizers used the event to
reinforce pillars of the school’s Character Counts
Program, such as fairness, respect, caring, and
responsibility. Children were encouraged to
practice these traits by playing according to the
rules, taking turns, treating one another with
respect and kindness, and helping to clean up
after each game. “I heard children talking about
playing fairly,” said an administrator, who added,
“It was nice to see the interaction between adults
and children.”

Math Madness Night also provided students
and families the opportunity to interact with
local high-schoolers and residents of the nearby
Symphony Village retirement community, some
of whom volunteered to assist children with the
games. The Centreville Elementary PTA provided
refreshments for the attendees.

To publicize the event, students took home
flyers, which doubled as a crucial pre-registration
form. Asking families to pre-register helped ATP

members estimate the number of games needed,
select a space appropriate for the event, and divide
the students into multi-age groups so each group
had games appropriate for various age levels.

The Symphony Village retirees also donated
about $300 to buy the games for the event. The
seniors’ generosity, prompted by a call from the
school’s guidance counselor, ensured that every
student who attended was able to take a game
home. These door prizes encouraged further
student-parent interaction—and skill-strength-
ening—outside of school.

“Now [my child] is excited to play at home
with his brothers and Dad!” said one parent.

At next year's Math Madness Night, ATP
members plan to have more games so that
students, families, teachers and community
members can work together in smaller groups.
In addition, the team plans to send all parents,
regardless of whether or not they attend the
event, a list of games and the academic skills and
positive character traits they can foster at home.

Lynn Beauchamp
Math Specialist

Rebecca Van Aken
First-Grade Teacher

Linda Gent
Reading Specialist
gentl@gacps.k12.md.us
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MEASUREMENT MANIA

NEWTOWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA

ollow the Liter. Balancing Act. Angles,
FAngles, Angles. Estimation Station. Time

Concentration. What do all these things
have in common?

If you guessed that they all have something
to do with math skills, you would be . . . close.
You might have to be a maniac, however, to think
that these were the names of engaging games
and activities—unless, this March, you attended
Newtown Elementary’s Measurement Mania. If
you had, the idea might not seem so crazy after
all.

Newtown Elementary is actually the second-
and third-grade division of a unique arrange-
ment of Virginia Beach schools called the Bayside
Tri-Campus. Filling out the trio are Diamond
Springs for kindergarten and first grades, and
Williams for fourth and fifth grades. After
Newtown’s team began planning in May 2008
for this year’s math night—identifying measure-
ment as an area in which students needed
improvement—it was decided to include the
other Tri-Campus schools as well.

Measurement Mania swept through the halls
of all three schools weeks before the event, and
symptoms heightened as the night approached.
Reminders were sent home with the children
a week in advance and on the day of the event.
Students wore Measurement Mania stickers to let
others know they were afflicted with the desire—
highly contagious—to learn and have some fun at
the same time.

Everyone was served a free dinner before-
hand, sitting at brightly colored tables decorated
with cut-outs of M&M candies—a reoccurring
symbol that set the visual theme for the night
(from Measurement Mania). With their parents
to assist them, Tri-Campus students chose
among 22 different booths, each with its own
measurement-related game and staffed by the
teachers. Most of the activities were set up in the
gym, but some games were in the school’s library

and computer lab, especially if they made use of
the resources available in those locations.

Because brainstorming for the event began
early, organizers were able to acquire the resourc-
es needed well in advance. Community members
donated raffle prizes and teachers handled set up,
clean up, and food service, in addition to staffing
the booths. Supplies cost about $900; the school
used Title I Parental Involvement funds to cover
the cost.

By encouraging parents to attend and partici-
patein the gameswith their children, the Measure-
ment Mania event supported parent involvement
goals of the school’s Plan for Continuous Involve-
ment (PCI) and demonstrated how families could
foster better math skills at home.

The Action Team for Partnerships (ATP)
advises that organizers press students and parent
to RSVP, but also to be prepared for the possibil-
ity that many more will actually attend the event.
Also, the team advises delegating responsibilities
early on, assigning jobs and asking for volunteers.
This way, all the “mania” happens at the event,
rather than infecting the planning stages.

Molly Wilson
Math Resource Teacher
Molly.Wilson@VBSchools.net
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ST. JUDE'S MATH-A-THON

BEL AIR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CUMBERLAND, MARYLAND

he ways to serve others are many and

I varied. At Bel Air elementary, students

are reminded how, sometimes, the best

thing that you can do to help those who need it
may also involve helping yourself.

Bel Air is one of a large number of schools that
participate in St. Jude’s Math-a-Thon, a fund-
raising drive for St. Jude’s Children’s Research
Hospital. Every March, students in grades K-5
solicit pledges from their families and the Bel Air
community. After acquiring pledges, students
receive workbooks of math problems. Donors
have the choice of giving a certain amount per
20¢, or
more—or simply making a donation to St. Jude’s.

The 134 Bel Air students who participat-
ed—representing over 60% of the total student
body—raised $5,841.03 for the charity. But the
benefits extended beyond the quantifiable. While
students are actively participating in a service

correctly-answered problem—10¢,

activity, the program also encourages students
to make a mental link between doing good for
others and doing well in school.

The math activities in the St. Jude Math-a-
Thon Funbooks are more colorful and entertain-
ing than what students are accustomed to in
their everyday homework exercises. Many of the
grade-appropriate Math-a-Thon activities involve
fun, real-world applications of mathematical
concepts. A sampling of the problems is available
at http://www.mathathon.org.

The St. Jude’s Math-a-Thon is one of several
events that the Bel Air Action Team for Partner-
ships (ATP) held this year to raise funds for a
worthy cause. The school has participated in
a Breast Cancer Awareness drive, a Diabetes
Research drive, and several holiday food and
Because the area that Bel Air
Elementary serves is a less affluent part of the

clothing drives.

county—and because of the weakened national
economy—ATP organizers were concerned about
requesting funds from the families and commu-

nity. However, due to overwhelming commu-
nity generosity—with some extra outreach work
by ATP members—the donations this year were
greater than ever before.

The ATP helped get the word out by direct-
ly mailing information to community business
partners. “Writing letters was more beneficial
than e-mail or telephone calls,” wrote the Team
Chair.

with a detailed description of the activity, was

“Communication on school letterhead,

helpful to companies when they were considering
their donations.”

Two of the community partners donated
directly to the school and another pledged match-
ing funds for money raised by the children of its
employees. One partner specifically donates to
the Math-a-Thon fundraiser because he believes
that the math activities are important to student
development and he “appreciates the effort the
students make to succeed in this event.”

Asaresult of the continuation of this practice,
the Chair proudly reported that former Bel Air
Elementary students continue participating in
the Math-a-Thon after they graduated and moved
on to middle school. Furthermore, many parents
ask when the Math-a-Thon is going to be held
each year, eagerly awaiting the opportunity to
work with their children on the activity. The ATP
noted that “our students will participate in the
Math-a-Thon for as long any [of our members] is
employed at the school. We hope it will continue
even longer than that.”

Janice Shoup
NNPS Team Chair
janice.shoup@acps.k12.md.us
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A NIGHT UNDER THE MILKY WAY

SALISBURY MIDDLE SCHOOL
SALISBURY, MARYLAND

uch in the way that stars pull togeth-
er to form galaxies, three events were
clustered into one shining evening at

Salisbury Middle School’s second annual Night
Under the Milky Way this year. By scheduling
parent-teacher conferences, a family dinner, and
a science expo back-to-back-to-back, the school’s
Action Team for Partnerships (ATP) pulled off a
mega-event that was, by all accounts, stellar.

Student-constructed displays of galaxies
and the planets of the solar system constellated
the walls of the school’s classrooms, hallways,
and lobby, while parents spent the first 60 to 90
minutes meeting with their children’s teachers.
To receive a ticket for the free dinner—pizza,
salad, and dessert prepared and served by the
PTA, parents first had to visit with at least two of
their children’s teachers.

The big draw for students and their families,
however, was the main event. With the assistance
of Salisbury community partners, including NASA
and the local police lab, over 15 activity areas
were set up around the school, each dedicated to a
different topic in the science curriculum. Science
was scheduled to be tested for the first time on
the 2009 Maryland State Assessment (MSA) for
8th graders. The science activities and informa-
tion were targeted to the 8th grade students, as
well as to the 6th and 7th graders, who would
take the test in the future.

At each activity booth, students and parents
worked together to complete various assignments,
which the ATP planners dubbed “missions.” On
these missions, families collaborated on question-
naires, used technology, built and launched paper
rockets with NASA, observed the night sky in a
planetarium that had been set up in the gym, and
more. Through the PTA, a number of parents also
staffed the “mission centers.”

The missions bols