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T o continually strengthen all 
schools’ partnership programs, 

district facilitators in Los Angeles 
Unified School District, Local District 
F, conducted school site visits during 
the school year.  The visits included 
interviews with focus groups of teach-
ers, parents, students, members of the 
Action Team for Partnerships, Action 
Team chairs, the principal, support 
staff, and parent center staff.  The 
district leaders reported findings to 
each school’s Action Team for Partner-
ships, and followed up the discussion 
with a written report on the strengths 
and needs of each school’s program.   
              The site visits helped the 
district leadership team identify each 
school’s progress and needs for the 

upcoming year.  The core findings of 
the site visits included: 
• Action Teams for Partnerships 

need more training.  Each school 
will bring two teachers, two 
parents, an administrator, and a 
community representative to 
Action Team training sessions.   

• Action Team training should 
focus on helping each school 
develop an action plan for part-
nerships.  The actions plan should 
include space for the levels and 
sources of funds for each activity. 

• More teacher training on partner-
ships should be offered.  All 
teachers in a school need informa-
tion and guidelines on home-
school communication, home 

visits, student-led conferences, 
interactive homework, parent 
involvement at the secondary 
level, and organizing parent 
workshops, and other strategies. 

• Partnership training should 
include special topics for school 
and district administrators and 
Title I and bilingual coordinators. 

              The time spent at each school 
site yielded important information to 
guide district leaders in how to help 
schools strengthen their programs of 
school, family, and community 
partnerships. 
 
Adapted from: Promising Partnership 
Practices—2001, National Network of 
Partnership Schools at Johns Hopkins 
University. 
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s chools in the United States con-
tinue to improve their math curric-

ula, instruction, and students’ math 
skills.  This NNPS Focus on Results 
study extends previous research by 
delving into schools’ math programs 
to identify which family and commu-
nity involvement activities may help 
improve student achievement in math.  
              Longitudinal school-level 
math achievement data were collected 
from 18 elementary and secondary 
schools to examine whether the imple-
mentation of specific activities to in-
volve families and the community in 
math helped predict gains in students’ 
math achievement.  Measures in-
cluded school characteristics, family 
and community involvement prac-
tices, rates of math homework com-
pletion and report card grades, and 
two years of school-level math 

Partnership Activities Help Improve Schools’ Math Proficiency Test Scores 
achievement test results.  
              Analyses found that, after 
controlling for the schools’ prior lev-
els of math achievement, some activi-
ties for family involvement in math at 
home and at school predicted higher 
student performance on standardized 
math tests.   

Encourage Learning at Home  
Two practices that encouraged parent-
student interactions at home were 
strongly related to gains in the per-
centage of students scoring at satisfac-
tory or higher proficiency levels in 
math: 
• Assign math homework that in-

volves families, and 
• Offer lending libraries with math-

related materials for families and 
students to use at home. 

Other Connections with Families 
about Math 
Several practices that increased 
teacher-parent communications about 
math and the involvement of families 
in math activities at school were re-
lated to gains in the percentage of stu-
dents scoring satisfactory or higher 
proficiency levels in math: 
• Communicate with parents about 

how to contact the math teacher; 
conduct parent-teacher confer-
ences; and provide information to 
parents about students’ math pro-
gress between report cards; 

• Conduct workshops on math 
skills and school expectations; 
and 

• Invite parents to assemblies to 
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